
Phillips LA 
10- Get your 
English on!

Sub-vertisement assignment
Due: __________________________________

Key terms to remember:
Satire- Attacking a 
problem with humor.
Parody/spoof- Imitating 
another work, but not 
attacking it.
Juxtaposition- Placing 
two contrasting 
(opposite) images next to 
one another to highlight 
the differences.
Bias- Having a pre-
existing idea about a 
concept that stops you 
from judging something 
impartially.
Warrant- A connection 
between your claim and 
data: often unstated or 
assumed. (E.g. We want 
to eat big burger patties or 
the Old Spice guy smells 
good.)
-----------------------------
Helpful tips:
Pick an issue to attack 
that you care about.
Find an ad that supports 
that issue.
Work with your partner 
to discover the warrant 
(unclaimed assumption) 
in the ad, and then decide 
the best way to make fun 
of it.
Try to use satire (humor), 
juxtaposition, and 
symbols to get your 
point across. Your 
subvertisement shouldn’t 
have a ton of words.

Handout by Phillips. Content from Mr. Finn (Iowa City West).

Directions:
Pick an issue that you care about. Below are a few suggestions:
•	 Politics
•	 Fast food
•	 Texting while driving
•	 Smoking or drinking
•	 Colognes/deodorants
There are many other options those are simply some suggestions if you feel stuck.
Once you’ve picked your topic you should talk with your partner and decide what 
the warrant is. That should be the part of the ad that you’re able to flip around, 
poke fun at, or otherwise pick apart to subvert the advertiser’s original intention.
Work with your partner to decide how you want to flip the ad, then begin work-
ing on the actual products. 
Artist you should create the subvertisement on a large sheet of paper (provided.) 
You may use any medium but remember you must be working in class.
The non-artist should write a one page entry telling me the following things:
•	 Your ads warrant.
•	 What choice you made to twist the warrant.
•	 What message the person viewing your ad should come away with.
If you finish your one pager in class you should focus on what you can do to help 
your partner as they finish. Perhaps cutting ads for a collage, coloring, tracing 
pencil artwork. Just make sure you stay busy and don’t bother other groups.
Failure to stay on task will result in a reduction of on-task points.
This project will be worth 20 points- you will graded on effort, quality, and the ideas 
behind the subvertisement (the one pager.)
Keep your selected topic school friendly. (E.g. No pro-drug or sex ads!)
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